Restoration of wrist extension by tendon transfer in cases of obstetrical brachial plexus palsy.
Sequelae from obstetrical brachial plexus palsy are sometimes severe even after early microsurgical repair. Tendon transfer may improve hand function but to date, there is no large series that has been published on the results. Fifty-six children with obstetrical brachial plexus palsies were operated on for lack of wrist extension. A functional assessment scale was developed. Postoperatively, 42.5% of patients achieved an active wrist extension, 32.5% a static wrist extension. The extent of paralysis seems to influence the results. Some tendon transfert seems to give better results. The age at the time of transfert has no influence on the out come.